Virus-antibody interactions observed by electron microscopy show that new human papovavirus isolates are antigenically distinct, but share common antigens.
Several papovaviruses of the simian virus 40 (SV40)-polyoma subgroup have been isolated from humans in the past 2 years. Most have been from the brains of patients with progressive, multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML), a rare demyelinating disease. The JC virus, isolated by Padgett et al. (5) was originally reported as immunologically distinct from known papovaviruses, but it has subsequently been shown that some SV40 immune sera have small amounts of neutralizing and hemagglutinationinhibiting activity against JC virus (4) . Weiner et al. (8, 9) isolated papovaviruses from two patients with PML. These viruses appeared to be immunologically identical to SV40, but the DNA of one of these agents has been shown to have minor differences from prototype SV40 (7). 
